

UTTERANCE OF THE KALIMAH IS NOT A 
PREVENTION OF THE TAKFEER 


By Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab 




Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab - rahimahullah - said in a letter which he sent 
to Abdullah ibn Saheem: 


eL^.j (_gC.ll (j-o I l->C Lj3 ” <ii)l V) 4j] V ” \ (J j3J V cdj>u.all (jl | 4j jjj 4_iilj]| 4.aKllj 


4<aljm,aj j£L (jjj Vj ^)s£]l (jx j»^LujVI i— s^jslj V 4jI ILj ^]£j Lala UjS 


“The second word is his saying: That the mushrik does not say ’La ilaha ilia Allah’. So 
how strange is it not from a man who claims to have knowledge and he came from 
Sham lifting books, but when he spoke then he didn’t distinguish Islam from kufr, and 
he didn’t know the difference between Abu Bakr As-Siddiq and Musaylamah Al-Kadh- 
dhab. 


4 o^Xc J ^lc Lai ? \juajj <Ull IjLa^-a jjlj <il)l V) 4jj V (ji 4 xljmia (ji ^lc Lai 

Jalc jji Qyac. jj ” 4_Lulc. ” (jjsLiL (jjill c^V'^j IgJj] j5j ‘Je. 

J 4j]J ^ UaVn V qa La J ^^LujVI J\ l. uLi'J (j-« La t ^A^)^ (_glc JaI ^-a^l (j- 4 - 0 eVjjA JJCj 

I jj j .. (jLuJ (_gl) ^Ijaj J (j-a — jaiLujVL 4j^)a_a (J5I 4j (jx Aic — (jjjj |j\A j » ” <ii)l V) 4_]j V ” \ (j_jl J3J ^ IS j 

jaAjSi cJa ? l—lA^La (3£ (j-a el^sall __)£L ” Jj^atl ” C_llj ^j*a La3 lg-ij]j3J V (jj£j>u.all (jl£ 

, juajllj J 4_il JaI __)£L I La lg-i jLj V (jjJj^a ^A jln'Nj el^sall 


Didn’t he know that Musaylamah bore witness to La ilaha ilia Allah and Muhammadun 
RasulAllah and he prayed and fasted? Did he not know that the extreme rafidah that 
Ali burned alive say it (La ilaha ilia Allah) and so do the ones who insult Aisha and 
reject the Qur’an? And likewise those who claim that Jibril made a mistake and others 
among them whom the scholars have agreed regarding their kufr - among them are 
those who ascribe themselves to Islam and among them are those who do not ascribe 
themselves to it, like the Jews - and all of them say La ilaha ilia Allah. This is so clear 
- for the one who has the smallest knowledge about Islam - that it has no need to be 
clarified. And if the mushrikun did not say it, then what is the meaning of the chapter 
“hukm al-murtad” (the judgment of the apostate) which thefuqaha from every madhhab 
have mentioned? Did those whom the fuqahaa’ mentioned and made them 
murtaddeen not say it - this person (the murtad) whom the people of knowledge says 
is worse in kufr than the Jews and the Christians? 
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^-aLajj L_lL ^LiaVI ^^3 ^»A 3®^ A^.\j5) (jfl <ilCu (jsa \ ; -.g !■>»» I (JlSj 

Vij.ll*j \ ■a'u.-i a^j3 ^^1^ (J^ tjj'\l*J ^»Aj j»Lill jj-a dll _jA jj^l ? <iill V) 4_1] V (j^jl^jijj V ^Alajl 

i_ilajJI i. '>»II ,. dujjc.lj dila (jlj ^^^<Jljj V cJj bl^j llil^. a!£ ^Lill JaI ( _ s -ic.5 cIljJj 


i^lliSj lAl_ia_aJ ^.illlaJ ^lj ( jlll y J\ Alj V J Jj§ ^^1) (_}J-i]| IcO ^luij Vjlfi' Lill (_g 1*-^ All (jl 'dV-A'-ul 


(j* liiA J jki J^a ValX£ ^Vl ^Ij \g hqlj ; -»g I j*-i3j ciL I j Via ^Ljj Vile. Al 1 _ g L- a Al J 

? Jjll La 


And some of them said: Whoever doubts regarding the kufr of their followers then he 
himself is a Kafir. And he mentioned them in Al-lqnaa’ in the chapter ‘Hukm al-murtad’ 
and their Imam Ibn Arabi - does he think that they do not say La ilaha ilia Allah? But 
he came from Sham and they worship Ibn Arabi (over there) and they have made a 
statue on his grave which they worship. And I do not mean all of the people of Sham, 
may Allah forbid. There is always a group upon truth, even if they are few and 
estranged. And the most strange is him taking as evidence that the Messenger of Allah 
(sallallahu alayhi wa sailam) invited the people to say La ilaha ilia Allah, but he did not 
demand its meaning from them, and likewise the companions of the Messenger of 
Allah (sallallahu alayhi wa sailam) conquered the countries of the foreigners and 
convinced them to say it - until the end of his words. Does anyone - who knows what 
they are saying - say this? 


V) i-a £-iAi jJ jl£ lili ” (jljjVI alLc. iiljj ^aAlc.1 \ <1 jSj <ii£j (^Lll jA ( Vji ) \ (JjLia 

_jAj L—ljU-i^all jA lilAj ” dl^dll ” jAj lALjajiaj (_L»*1L L'i ^iii V tg-i ill (ji (jdi (jLijVI ScLc. i^ljjj 

4j 3 jj£jll c^LlI jA j J 


So we say: (First of all) he is the one who contradicted his own words and rejected 
them with his saying ‘he invited them to leave the worship of the idols’. So if he did not 
convince them to nothing but leaving the worship of the idols then it becomes clear that 
pronouncing it (La ilaha ilia Allah) does not benefit except by acting upon its necessities 
which is leaving shirk. This is what is wanted, this is what we are saying and this is 
what you deny so much. 


(jjv 
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lg_l_j]jSJ (j^jSaLLallj jjlj jLill jx (_JLaYI AIjAI j»A (_jji]| jjjasLLall lW-'j ^jjLuijAll llti^ l£1 

IaLLia] ^3 JJC. qa lg-jj] jSj jjjaaliailj lALjaJAAJ ■>> jl (_JaC. j IaLixaj ^_jj]a 3j^)XA £A lg-ij] j3 J jj£] 

Y IjlA jj£] (jjaaliailj 3_jL^_k^a]| (jjj (jjaJl Y qa (Jg -nII ^>j£jj <—.LL-oa]I ^JaC.1 jjaS IaIa^uIaJ JaC Yj 

4-iLaj IaJj AjL^aasIj ^»Laj 4_ilc. All LS^° All O"0 C5^ (_)j LiiLaj JaJ ^3 Yj (jjlil]| l_S^)XJ 

liiL Jbij ^luaS. 


Regarding his claim that the Sahaabah did not claim anything from the foreigners 
except that they should say this word and that they did not know its meaning, then 
these are the words of a person who do not distinguish between the religion of the 
messengers and the religion of the munafiqeen who are in the lowest pit of the fire. 
Verily the believers say it and the munafiqeen say it, but the believers say it with the 
knowledge of their hearts regarding its meaning and along with their limbs acting upon 
its necessities. The munafiqeen say it without understanding its meaning and without 
acting upon its necessities. So among the biggest of catastrophes and the greatest of 
ignorance is the one who do not know the difference between the Sahaabah and the 
munafiqeen. This person does not know what nifaaq is and he does not think that it 
exists in our time, rather he thinks that it was in the time of the Messenger of Allah 
(sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) and his companions, but regarding his own time then it 
became good after that. 


La (Jjlill IjlA Uj ??(jjlsl]|j L <1^3 qa ^Aj]| (jc. (jjA_}jll 4 JIaj (jl£ ILJj 

JaL^JI jJc. Lai [All YJ A ]| Y] jjjaLij Y l " L'^ (*>$ aIc. j jJ&j A lg -d Iaj All ts Jc. ol^)^.l 

(J^AiJ La] 4_jc. All jat jjl ( _ s i3 _ A]jAi]I (JjLaa jjc. bLjaS Alitl (JjLuja ^ 5 ^. Ig-J (j^lVLal ^g-jj 

Ia jlli lili Ail Yj 4_1J Y I j] jLj (j^USl <_JljLal iAj^aJ^ ^Laj Ail <d cJLii 

” ^La (jA SLSjll ^La jl£ ILJi (\g q-s qa ‘il£^]| ^_jLa) jjJ <_jLa ^lg q-> i YJ ^-31 jaIj ^A^LaJ ^^La Ija>^»c. 
(jjJ _jA LaA ^»AjJC.j cLJjYI elcOj (j^33 £tji3lj _j_jj£ 3I SjLiaJ i SJ^3 ” All YJ *dj Y 


If his time and country used to look down upon bid’ah and would kick it out of Khurasan, 
then how should it be with shirk and nifaaq? And woe to the one who says this, because 
how daring is it not towards Allah and how ignorant regarding the value of the 
Sahaabah and their knowledge, when he thought that they did not teach the people La 
ilaha ilia Allah. Did the ignorant not know that they would use it as evidence in the 
issues of Fiqh not to mention the issues of shirk. It is narrated in the two Sahih that 
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‘Umar (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) when fighting those who refused to pay zakat became 
ambiguous for him - due to the saying of the Prophet (saliallahu alayhi wa sallam): ‘I 
have been ordered to fight the people until they say La ilaha ilia Allah. So if they say it 
then they have saved their blood and wealth from me, except by its right.’ - Abu Bakr 
said: ‘Verily zakat is from its right’. So if refusing to pay zakat is from refusing the right 
of La ilaha lla Allah, then how about worshipping the graves, slaughtering for a jinn or 
invoking the righteous and others than them, that from which is the religion of the 
Mushrikeen?” 


[Ar-Rasaail Ash-Shakhsiyyah, pp. 83-85] 
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